
1.9 E Pluribus Unum & Pluralism 

E   Pluribus Unum 
                                OUT       OF MANY         ONE

With the United States in mind, what does this mean?


It recognizes that the United States is made of people of different races, ethnic groups, & religious 
beliefs and we need to exist together peacefully as one people since we do not have the above 
factors that other countries unite around. 



Pluralism- a state of society in which members of diverse ethnic, racial, 
religious, or social groups maintain and develop their traditional culture 
or special interest within the boundaries of a common civilization


What is the “common civilization” in America? 

“All men are created equal and born with certain inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness” -Declaration of Independence 

We have equal opportunities under the law to pursue our happiness.  Our choices and other factors 
beyond our control will effect if we achieve our happiness.  

How can we live peacefully in a pluralistic society? 

In order for Americans to live side by side with those of different cultures and/or beliefs, we must 
learn to tolerate each other.


tolerance [ tol-er-uh-ns ] (noun) a fair, open, objective, and permissive attitude 
toward those whose opinions, beliefs, practices, racial or ethnic origins, etc., differ 
from one's own (tolerance.org)

List Different races, ethnic groups, beliefs, etc 
around the flag

http://tolerance.org


The primary question of tolerance comes from YOU:


Tolerance isn't you accepting me for everything I believe.


Tolerance is me accepting that you are not going to accept everything.             
I believe.  


Sometimes that means they will believe something you do or believe is WRONG.  
Sometimes it will be the EXACT OPPOSITE of what you believe. 

What can the video of the Mother Of All Rallies (Trump Supporters) and Black Lives Matter 
speaker teach us about tolerance? 

We can respectfully disagree and not change our positions and realize the other side is not the 
enemy if we are willing to talk with one another. 

What does these two quotes speak to us about tolerance? 

On racial and ethnic differences:


"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged 
by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.” -MLK Jr.

No one should be stereotyped based on their skin color.  We should all be judged on how we 
act and treat others.

On Beliefs:

“Morality binds and blinds. It binds us into ideological teams that fight each other as though the fate 
of the world depended on our side winning each battle. It blinds us to the fact that each team is 
composed of good people who have something important to say.” -Jonathan Haidt

Morality  (beliefs or right & wrong typically found in religion, but not always)

We all have our groups (religious, political) etc. that bring us together, but people in the 
opposite group may disagree with us, but their are good people there who see things the 
other way,

How does a belief in pluralism help reduce the chances of the Holocaust?

People should be are allowed to live freely, not based on the color of their skin, or religion they 
practice and not have the government force to change or treat them less equally.

What does it mean to live in a pluralistic society?

People have varying beliefs, look different, we will not always agree and that’s OK.


