
CHAPTER ONE 
HISTORY MATTERS 

(The Importance of a History Education) 

I woke up in Escher's World today 

my mother said it was ok 

up's down, down is out, out is in 

stairways circle back to where you've been 

time falls, water crawls, are you listenin'? 
-Chagall Guevera  



Chapter 1—History Matters


Enduring Understandings


An education rich in the humanities and specifically social studies fosters growth 
of the imagination and helps students to better appreciate and understand the 
diversity of people that they will come into contact throughout their lives. 

Vocabulary


Humanities 
Social Studies 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Economics 
Political Science 
Geography 
History 
Chronological Snobbery 
Worldview 
Nationalism 
Globalism 
Pluralism 
Western Civilization 

Essential Questions


Why are Social Studies courses the most practical ones you can take in school? 
How are Social Studies and Biology similar and different? 
In your own words, what are the 5 reasons we study history. 
Why is pluralism like a pot luck supper? 
How will understanding pluralism help avoid horrific events like the Holocaust? 
How did the Persian War help effect our culture today? 
How did the Punic Wars help effect our culture today? 
What languages influenced modern English? 
What religion is most influential in Western Civilization? 
What non-European group influenced our number system?  Our alphabet? 
What was life like for the majority of people throughout human history? 
What city will we begin our look of history?   
What city will we end? 



1.1 What is Social Studies? 

 
  
  History is one of the subjects in a category 
called Social Studies.  There may be more 
emphasis in school on Math, English, and Science, 
but Social Studies courses are the most practical 
ones that you take in school.  The reason for this is 
that Social Studies deals with a subject that you 
cannot escape no matter what you do for a living, 
interaction with people. 

 Social Studies is part of a group of other courses you take in school known 
as the Humanities.  The Humanities are courses that separate us from other 
animals on the earth, because they stress our intellectual and creative side rather 
than focusing on an occupation or science. Social Studies, Arts, Music. Philosophy. 
Literature, are classes that are considered part of the humanities.  

 Biology is the study of how living organisms operate.  When you study 
Biology, you study how living organisms operate.  You investigate what is 
necessary for life, and how living things interact with each other and their 
environment.  There are a variety of courses in Biology, such as Genetics, 
Anatomy, Botany, Ecology, etc. Social Studies are subjects that specifically deal 
with the study of how people operate in the world.  We leave the “How does the 
body work?” question to the Biologist.  In Social Studies courses we look at 
questions such as: 

Why do people do what they do?  How do other people influence us? 

What are the influences on human’s actions? 

What structures do people create and how do they operate?  

Social Studies is the study of human relationships and how society functions. 

Social Studies Classes 

Vocabulary: 
Humanities, Social Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Economics, Political Science, Geography

Questions:
Why are Social Studies courses the most practical ones you can take in school?
How are Social Studies and Biology similar and different?



   Psychology -The study of people’s behavior 

   Sociology -The study of society and the institutions people 
develop 

   Economics -The study of how people use resources 

   Political Science -The study of how people and 
government relate to one another 

   Geography -the study of the relationship between places on the 
earth, the  
   environment that is there, and the people who live there. 

Perhaps you asked yourself one of the following questions: 

 -What do I have in my lunch bag to get the Oreos from the kid sitting next to me? 

 -What kind of clothes should I pack for my trip to Minnesota this August? 

 -Why do girls like Justin Bieber? (or whoever the teen idol is now) 

-What can I say to put my teacher in a good mood before I tell him I don’t  have my   
 homework?  

 -Who would be the better choice for class president? 

 If you have answered questions similar to these you have used Social 
Studies knowledge.  And now for the course you are taking.  What is history and 
why is it important?  Why do I need to know what happened in the past?   

IT’S OVER!!! 



1.2 Why Study History? 

  

History -The study of people’s past 

Reason #1 

 The 20th century philosopher George Satayana once said 
 

“Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” 

When people are asked the reason we study 
history, this is the quote that is most often 
given.  It is true that history helps us to 
learn from past mistakes, but there are 
more reasons than to learn from mistakes.  
Some may argue that we dont learn from 
history.  As another philosopher, George 
Hegel once said, “We learn from hisotry that 
we DO NOT learn from history” (emphasis 
added). 

Reason #2 
  Although most known for his children books, the Chronicles of Narnia,  C.S. 
Lewis was also a world renowned scholar on ancient literature.   

“In the first place he made short work of what I have called my "chronological 
snobbery," the uncritical acceptance of the intellectual climate common to our own 

age and the assumption that whatever has gone out of date is on that account 
discredited. You must find why it went out of date. Was it ever refuted (and if so by 
whom, where, and how conclusively) or did it merely die away as fashions do? If 

the latter, this tells us nothing about its truth or falsehood.” 

Vocabulary: 
History, Chronological Snobbery

Questions:
In your own words, what are the 5 reasons we study history.



 What Lewis is saying is that because we live today, we think we know better 
than those people who lived in the past.  Or in a simpler way, we believe that “the 
latest is always the greatest because it is the latest.” 
  
 If we believe that we are superior than people from the past just because we 
live in the present we are conceited snobs and need to remember what we believe 
today will soon be someone else’s past.  Everything we know today is built upon 
what others discovered or accomplished in the past, and they still have 
something to teach us. 

Reason #4 

 In history we often talk about issues like cause and effect.  For example, 
answers to the questions “What happened to western Europe after Rome fell?” or 
“What caused the American Revolution?”  When we begin to think critically for 
those answers, we are analyzing the situation.  History trains your mind to 
process and analyze information.  And in all areas of life you analyze 
information, from buying a house to choosing your spouse. 

 When reading history, 
have you ever wondered why 
you study certain people, 
cultures, and empires and not 
others.  Why do we spend more 
time talking about the ancient 
Greeks rather than the ancient 
Persians?  Why are certain 
people, places, and events 
significant? 

In order to understand 
how history connects and relates to our present, we will need to utilize several of 
the other courses in the field of Social Studies.  In our study this year, we will 
focus on Geography, Government, Sociology (specifically what shapes people’s 
worldviews), and Economics. 



Reason #5 

     For thousands of years, most people lived and died within a 50 mile radius of 
where there were born.  The people they came into contact with looked like them, 
dressed like them, believed like them, and grew up with the same stories about 
their ancestors.  However, thanks to modern technology, the world we live in has 
become a much smaller place.  We are often in contact with people who do not 
look like us, dress differently, believe differently, and grew up with different stories 
or different ways of seeing the past. 

 Learning history allows us to better understand people of differing 
cultures.  Knowing the history and culture of people from around the world will 
allow us to be better co-workers, neighbors, and maybe even family members with 
the wide diversity of people they we will come in contact with as the years move 
on. 

1.3 How Do We View History?

    

A worldview is a framework we use to 
understand the world.  For example, the most 
common influence on a person’s worldview is 
“Do you believe in God?”.  How you answer 
that question will affect how you see the 
world, life, and the best course of action one 
should take.  Another question that will affect how you see 
the world is “What is most important, the individual or the community?”  Beyond 
that was is more important, the nation you live or the world.  A strong belief in 
your country and its well being is known as nationalism.  Globalism is the belief 
that the needs of the world need to come before those of your country.  It may seem 
easy to say “we have to put the needs of everyone in the world before our country’s 
needs”, until you realize that people of differing beliefs and cultures may have 

Vocabulary: 
Worldview, Pluralism, Nationalism, Globalism

Questions:
Why is pluralism like a pot luck supper?
How will understanding pluralism help avoid horrific events like the Holocaust?



different ideas of what those needs are and how to obtain them.  There are many 
influences that help to develop your worldview, from your family, friends, the 
media, etc. 

 For most of human history, people lived in communities where most people 
shared the same common beliefs about the world, religion, morality, government, 
etc.  Often, if you did not share this view, you could be persecuted by your 
neighbors of the government.  The worst example of this was Nazi Germany’s 
attempt to rid the world of the Jewish people in the Holocaust.  The tragedy of this 
event serves to remind us that this did not happen in a nation of uneducated people, 
but at the time, the most educated in the world.  People came from around the 
world to attend German universities.  So how can we avoid this from happening?  
One way is to understand that we live in a pluralistic culture. 
 
     Pluralism is a society that recognizes the 
diversity of racial, religious, ethnic, and/or 
cultural groups that exist within it and that 
they all should be tolerated.  The idea of 
pluralism is embedded in the First 
Amendment in the United States Constitution 
that allows people to think differently then 
one another (Freedom of Religion) and speak 
about what they believe (Freedom of Speech).  
Toleration isn’t that you agree with a differing 
belief or viewpoint, but that you can co-exist 
with others who live by those principals that they believe while they allow you to 
live to yours. 

 A great analogy of how pluralism should work is to think of it like a pot luck 
supper.  Everyone brings their meal in an aluminum foil pan and places it on the 
table of America.  Each of you are allowed to encourage others to eat the meal you 
prepared and you are allowed to eat from others meals they prepared.  However, 
the opposite is also true.  People do not have to eat your meal if they wish and you 
shouldn’t force people to eat yours.  And the worse thing that can happen is if you 
pass a law the compels people to eat a certain dish.   



1.4 Western Civilization-What it is and Why you learn it. 

Have you ever wondered why it is easier to learn Spanish than Chinese?  Or 
why the United States believes that a republican form of government that elects its 
leaders democratically is the best?  The reason is that a major cultural influence of 
the United States comes from “Western Civilization” culture, religious, and 
philosophical background that developed in Europe.  Western Civilization comes to 
us thanks to heavy immigration from Europe.  
And more specifically Western Europe (that 
includes the countries of Great Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy, and Spain) Europe itself was 
influenced by the culture of the Greeks and 
Romans.  In learning the history of the Greeks 
and Romans we will see the beginnings and 
reasons for some of the cultural makeup of the 
United States.

Two things you need to know about Rome.  One is that they were influenced 
by Greek culture (think of the similarities between Greek and Roman gods).  In 
ancient history you learned about the Persian War against the Greek city states.  
The Greeks won.  Later a young Macedonian named Alexander was taught by the 
great Greek philosopher Aristotle and spread Greek culture, language, and 
philosophy around the eastern Mediterranean world.

The Romans were in a fight for control of the western Mediterranean Sea 
against the Carthaginians.  In a series of wars called the Punic Wars, the Romans 
came out victorious.  Eventually, the Romans would gain control over the lands 
around the Mediterranean world once held by Alexander.  In control of all the lands 

Vocabulary: 
Western Civilization

Questions:
How did the Persian War help effect our culture today?
How did the Punic Wars help effect our culture today?
What languages influenced modern English?
What religion is most influential in Western Civilization?
What non-European group influenced our number system?  Our alphabet?



surrounding the Mediterranean Sea, great wealth came into Rome since they 
controlled all trade on Mare Nostrum (“Our Sea” in Latin).

The Persian War and the Punic Wars were significant in the history of 
Western Civilization because the victories by the Greeks and Romans led to the 
cultural influences we see in our society today.  Think about how things would 
have been different if the Persians or Carthaginians had won.

Our language, English, is a Germanic language along with 
German, Dutch and Norwegian.  However, due to migrations 
and wars it has many Latin based words infused within it.  
The other predominant language family of Western 
Europe are the mostly Latin based Romance languages 
such as Spanish, Italian, and French.  In terms of religion, 
the Roman Catholic Church has been an influence for over 
1000 years, and the Protestant churches for around 500 
years.

Western Civilization is not a culture that is purely 
from the people groups and countries of Western 
Europe.  Over time, interactions with other groups due 
to trade and war brought in different cultural ideas to a 
smaller extent.  Our number system are called Arabic 
numerals because we learned them from the Arab 
Muslims who themselves learned them from Hindu Indians.  Our alphabet is 
known as the Latin alphabet, but the Romans were influenced in creating it from 
the Semitic people of Egyptians and Phoenicians of the Levant.  

A Romance Language has 
noting to do with falling in love, 
but everything to do with the 

first 5 letters in the word.



1.5 Where Are We Going? 

 

 The scope of history we will be looking at will begin at 
the split of the Roman Empire around the year 300 A.D. 
and conclude with the beginning of British colonization.  In 
doing so we will be connecting the stories you learned in 
ancient history in sixth grade to the birth and formation of 
the United States you will learn in eighth.  Often pre U.S. 
history only focuses on the events of Europe.  Hopefully 
you will not only come to realize that the rest of the world 
had colorful and rich cultures (and at times superior to 
Europe) in the years before America’s foundation, but that these cultures are at 
times interconnected and played a role in leading people to settle in the New 
World. 

As we learn about the world and the great changes that occurred, we need to 
understand what life was like for a most of the world's population throughout 
human history.  People had little if any say in their government, your race or 
gender did not matter.  The king or whatever the title of the person in charge held 
had absolute power.  He/she was the lawmaker, enforcer, and judge.  What you 
believed was told to you.  Often the land you lived on was not your own and you 
needed permission to grow crops or kill an animal to feed your family.  You 
worked hard to provide what your family needed each day to survive, most people 
did not have any luxuries. 

We will begin our studies learning of  a city named Constantinople for the emperor 
that built it, that was built on the Greek city of Byzantium.  People from Rome left 
to be a part of all that was happening in the “New Rome”.  We will end the year 
studying the people who left England on ships, for a new life, and new 
opportunities, wanting to be part of “New England” in the city of Boston.  In 
between, we will see the rise of non-European powers, cultures that lie outside of 
what we call Western Civilization, and their effects on the decisions and 
explorations that eventually led to the founding of the United States. 

Questions:
What was life like for the majority of people throughout human history?
What city will we begin our look of history?  What city will we end?


